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house: it is only when he listens to a debate, which
often turns on the promotion of a Private Bill to secure
some new powers, that he realizes the L.C.C. to be
strictly a parliamentary creation. His forgetfulness is
the more excusable as the annual income of the L.C.C.
exceeds the revenue of a European Power like Switzer-
land or Norway, and its staff of 72,000 employees is
comparable in size with the peace-time personnel of
our own Royal Navy, The magnitude of its operations
is, as a matter of fact, both a hindrance and a help—a
hindrance in such matters as main drainage, a couple
of miles of new sewers having to be fitted in every
year; a help in the case of hospitals and clinics, because
the service of an enormous population have made it
possible to give specialized treatment at particular
centres for special ailments.
In the half-century of its existence the achievements
of the Council have been enormous. When it started
work the condition of London compared very un-
favourably with that of other large towns. Members
of both parties were conscious of this, and they have
had enthusiastic Clerks of the Council and other
officials to help establish a tradition of service to the
community; so the alternations of party have not neces-
sarily retarded progress. This was particularly true of
the period following the war of 1914-18, of which one
of the Couacil's own publications declares that
It soon became apparent that in all classes of the com-
munity there was a new outlook on matters affecting the
life and happiness of the people. The old standards had
in many instances been swept aside, and in almost every
aspect of municipal life the old problems were regarded
with new eyes. The years that followed saw not only the
passing of legislation conferring additional powers and

